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SUB J : GDR IMPOSES FEE ON AUTOMOBILES ENTERNING EAST BERLIN FROM 
WEST BERLIN 

1 . GDR TELEVISION ANNOUNCED THE EVENING OF FEBRUARY 25 THAT THE 
PREVIOUS EXEMPTION FROM GDR FEE "FOR USE OF THE STREETS" FOR 
AUTOMOBILES ENTERING EAST BERLIN FROM WEST BERLIN WOULD BE LIFTED AS 
OF MARCH 1, 1977. THIS ANNOUNCEMENT WAS REPEATED IN ALL MAJOR EAST 
BERLIN NEWSPAPERS FEBRUARY 26. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAYS THAT A FEE 

IS BEING LEVIED BECAUSE OF THE "HEAVY INCREASE" IN THE NUMBER OF 
AUTOS FROM WEST BERLIN WHICH HAVE ENTERED THE GDR, ESPECIALLY 
BERLIN, THE CAPITAL OF THE GDR, "OVER THE FAST FEW YEARS '. THIS 
INCREASE IN TRAFFIC HAS ADDED A HEAVY ECONOMIC BURDEN ON THE GDR, 
ACCORDING TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT, WHICH IS NO LONGER ABLE TO BE BORNE 
BY THE GDR AND ITS CITIZENS. THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE IS DETERMINED BY 
REFERENCE TO THE TARIFF AND TRAFFIC CIRCULAR NUMBER 52, DECEMBER 28, 
1975 OF THE GDR MINISTER FOR TRAFFIC. WEST BERLIN TV 
COMMENTATORS SAY THE FEE IS 10 MARKS, IN FRG CURRENCY. 

2. COMMENT: WE ASSUME THIS LATEST GDR MEASURE IS DIRECTED 
PRIMARILY AT WEST BERLIN/FRG VEHICLES, AND PRESUMABLY THE GDR 
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WILL NOT SEEK TO ENFORCE IT AGAINST ALLIED VEHICLES. WHILE THE 
MEASURE WILL, IF IMPLEMENTED, BRING THE GDR MUCH NEEDED HARD 
CURRENCY, WE ASSUME ONE OF ITS MAIN PURPOSES IS TO REDUCE THE 
OVERALL FLOW OF WESTERN VEHICLES TO EAST BERLIN. WE DO NOT, 

HOWEVER, HAVE AT HAND THE REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE TARIFF FEES 
AND HOW THEY ARE TO BE APPLIED, I.E., ON A ONE-TIME BASIS OR A 
MONTHLY FEE, ETC. PRESUMABLY THE GDR BELIEVES THE TARIFF APPROACH 
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IS AN EASIER ONE TO DEFEND AT BELGRADE OR PUBLICLY THAN AN APPROACH 
WHICH WOULD SEEK TO DENY CERTAIN CATEGORIES OF VISITORS ACCESS TO 
EAST BERLIN. THE MEASURE SEEMS CERTAIN TO ADD ANOTHER BURDEN TO 
FRG-GDR RELATIONS. WE UNDERSTAND PERMREP CHIEF GAUS WAS ON 
THE PHONE FEB 25 TO CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT TO DISCUSS HOW BONN SHOULD 
REACT WITH THE GDR ON THE MATTER.POLANSKY 
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